
 
DAS Audio Management System 

Compliance solution for 21st Century Video Accessibility Act

FEATURES
•	 Simple	compliance	solution	to	21st	 
	 Century	Video	Accessibility	Act	

•	 Single	system	aggregates	emergency		
	 information	feeds	from	multiple	sources

•	 Web-browser	based	configuration	using		
	 any	standard	web-browser

•	 High-quality	Text-To-Speech	converter		
	 with	customizable	lexicon

•	 Separate	Audio	Message	Controller	and		
	 MultiPlayer™	1	RU	rack	modules	

•	 Highly	configurable	audio	source/ 
	 switching	for	analog	or	AES	signals	

•	 Simultaneous	activation	on	multiple 
	 channels	with	different	messages

•	 Comprehensive	activity	logging	for 
	 compliance	reporting

 
BENEFITS
•	 Single	system	manages	multiple	input		
	 sources	–	weather	systems,	news 
	 systems,	etc.	compliance	for 
	 text-to-speech	and	audio	playback	

•	 Customizable	text-to-speech	lexicon	to 
	 properly	speak	difficult	or	colloquial 
	 location	names	or	phrases

•	 Separate	rack	modules	allow 
	 independent	installation	to	better	fit	with		
	 existing	station	equipment

OVERVIEW
Over	twenty-five	million	American	television	viewers	have	significant	vision	
loss	to	where	audio	is	the	prime	means	of	communicating	-	this	includes	
emergency	information	-	so	this	sizable	population	is	able	to	understand	and 
appropriately	respond	to	warnings	of	hazardous	weather	and	similar 
emergency	conditions.	In	2010	President	Obama	signed	the	“Twenty-First 
Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2010”1		or	simply	the	
21st	CVAA.	Very	briefly,	this	legislation	requires	television	stations	to	provide	
audio	description	in	their	Secondary	Audio	Program	(SAP)	channel	matching	
any	“emergency	information”	appearing	on	the	main	channel.	This	means	
any	crawl	or	text	displays	on	the	main	channel	such	as	weather	alerts,	
school	closings,	etc.	–	separate	of	actual	newscasts	or	EAS	alerts	–	must	be	
“voiced”	on	the	SAP	channel.	In	addition	an	“attention”	signal	or	tone	must	be	
inserted	on	the	main	channel	to	alert	or	indicate	to	viewers	emergency	audio	
is	available	on	the	secondary	channel.	

In	response	Digital	Alert	Systems	introduces	its	new	Audio	Management
System	(AMS)	–	a	simple	solution	for	the	21st	CVAA	compliance.	This
two-part	system	consists	of	a	DAS	Audio	Message	Controller	(AMC)	and	
the	award-winning	MultiPlayer™	linked	together	to	provide	proper	message	
audio	on	both	Main	and	SAP	audio	streams	in	full	compliance	with	the	21st	
CVAA	rules.	By	leveraging	many	of	the	similarities	of	our	DASDEC™	EAS/
CAP	Flexible	Emergency	Messaging	System	the	AMS	is	a	streamlined	
answer	to	the	latest	FCC	rules	from	the	innovative	group	at	Digital	Alert 
Systems	–	the	leader	in	television	EAS/CAP	systems.	

Unlike	any	single	point	
solutions	handling	only	
one	type	of	emergency 
information,	the	AMS	is	
designed	to	aggregate 
information	from	a	variety	
of	sources,	convert	the	
text	information	to	audio	
using	a	high-quality	 
Text-To-Speech	(TTS) 
convertor,	prepare	it	for	
playback	on	the	different	
audio	channels,	then 
provide	audio	and 
triggering	signals	on	all	
configured	channels 
under	a	single	user 
interface.
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